
Coastal Fauna of Chennai

ெச�ைன கட�கைரய�� வ�ல�க�ன�க�



Titan Acorn Barnacle 
(Megabalanus tintinnabulum)
ெபரிய ���கா�

Striped Barnacle
(Amphibalanus amphitrite)
வரி� ���கா�

Indian Goose Barnacle
(Lepas indica)

 ப�ைட� ���கா�

Puckered Barnacle
(Tetraclitella sp)

கர��� ���கா�

Spot-tail Mantis Shrimp
(Squilla mantis)

��ளி-வா� ேப� இறா�

Orange-striped Hermit Crab
(Clibanarius infraspinatus)

 ெச�ம�ச� �றவ� ந��

Tawny Hermit Crab
(Coenobita rugosus)

 ப���� �றவ� ந��

Robber Mantis Shrimp
(Harpiosquilla harpax)

ெவ�கல� ேப� இறா�

Sand Flea
(Emerita emeritus)
இ�����ச�

Viola Land Hermit Crab
(Coenobita violascens)

ந�றமாற�� �றவ� ந��

Floral-clawed Hermit Crab
(Dardanus imbricatus )
அழக�ய �றவ� ந��

Flathead Lobster
(Thenus unimaculatus )

ம� இறா�

Long-legged Hermit Crab
(Clibanarius longitarsus)
பாச�� �றவ� ந��

Mole Crab
(Albunea symmysta)

ெபரிய இ�����ச�

Beige Hermit Crab
(Diogenes sp.)

���� �றவ� ந��

Golden Mantis Shrimp
(Lysiosquillina tredecimdentata)
த�க� ேப� இறா�
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Red Socked Hermit Crab
(Dardanus hessii)

ெசங்கா� �றவ� ந��

Box Crab
(Calappa guerini)
ெபட்� ந��

Common Moon Crab
(Matuta victor)
மலா் ந��

Spectacled Crab
(Eucrate indica)
�க�� ந��

Purse Crab
(Ryphila cancellus)
மண� ப��க�

Mud Crab
(Scylla serrata)
களி ந��

Sentinel Crab
(Podophthalmus vigil)
ெகா�� இைமய� 

Elbow Crab
(Parthenope longimanus)
�ளக்ைகய�

Three-spotted Swimmer Crab
(Portunus sanguinolentus)
��க� ந��

Marbled Crab
(Neoxanthias michelae)

 ேதனைட ந��

Gladiator Swimming Crab
(Monomia gladiator)

ெச���ளி� �றட�

Crucifix Crab
(Charybdis feriata)
ச��ைவ ந��

Subtidal Spider Crab
(Doclea ovis)

நாேடா� ந��

Ridged Swimming Crab
(Charybdis natator)
த��� ந��

Asian Blue Swimming Crab
(Portunus pelagicus)
�ல ந��

Lollipop Crab
(Ixa cylindricus)

லா�பா� ந��
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Egg-spotted Swimmer
(Charybdis lucifera) 
சா�ப� ந��

Red Egg Crab
(Atergatis integerrimus)
மாணி�க ந��

Leopard Crab
(Liagore rubromaculata)
ச���ைத ந��

Mottled Lightfoot Crab
(Grapsus albolineatus)
பாைற ப��க�

Brown Land Crab
(Cardisoma carnifex)
ப��� ந�ல ந��

Ring-legged Fiddler Crab 
(Austruca annulipes)

க��� ைகயா�� ந��

Wrinkled Wedge Clam
(Donax scortum)
அரிவா� மடஂ�

Horn-eyed Ghost Crab
(Ocypode brevicornis)
ேப� ந��

Sunset Siliqua
(Siliqua radiata)
ஒளி மடஂ�

 

Trough Shell
(Mactra sp.)

க��ண மடஂ�

Motley Fiddler Crab
(Austruca variegata)

�ல� ைகயா�� ந��

Asian Backwater Clam
(Meretrix casta)
ஆ�� மடஂ�

Cuneate Wedge Clam
(Donax cuneatus)

மடஂ�

Red Ghost Crab
(Ocypode macrocera)

ச�வ��� ேப� ந��

 
Dancette Clam

(Sunetta scripta)
வைல மடஂ�

Dendritic Clam 
(Sunetta meroe) 
க�ைள மடஂ�
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Textile Clam
(Paphia textile)
த�� மடஂ�

Hooked Ark Shell
(Cucullaea labiata)
�ைட வரி ம��

Antique Ark
(Anadara antiquata)
வைள�த வரி ம��

 Hooded Oyster
(Saccostrea cuccullata)
பாைற�ச��ப�

Peacock Mussel
(Perna viridis)
ப�ைச மடஂ�

Indian Ark  
(Anadara indica)
ச�ற� வரி  ம��

White Hammer Oyster
(Malleus albus)

த�மி�கல �� ச�பஂப�

Brown Mussel
(Perna perna)
ப��� மடஂ�

Pen Shell
(Pinna bicolor)
ேபனா ம��

Flag Shell
(Atrina vexillum)
இைல மடஂ�

Blood Cockle
(Tegillarca granosa)
��த� வரி  மடஂ�

Wing Oyster
(Pteria avicular)
இற�ைக ச�பஂப�

Ribbed Clam
(Tegillarca rhombea)

க�ளி ��� வரி மடஂ�

Flavum Heart Cockle
(Vasticardium flavum)
இதய வரி மடஂ�

Two-toned Cardita
(Cardites bicolor)

வ�ண வரி ம��

Windowpane Oyster 
(Placuna Placenta) 

ெவ�பத�க�ச�பஂப�
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Marbled Octopus
(Amphioctopus aegin)
��த� கணவா�

Pharaoh Cuttlefish
(Sepia pharaonis)
ஓ��� கணவா�

Indian Squid
(Uroteuthis duvaucelii)
ஊச�� கணவா� 

Mud Creeper
(Telescopium telescopium)

ப�பர� ச��

Fringed Frog Shell
(Bufonaria crumena)
ச��ன ��ளி ச��

 

Paper Fig Shell
(Ficus ficus)

ஓைல� ச��

Girdled Horn Snail 
(Pirenella cingulata)
ேச�� ஊற�

Black-mouthed Moon Snail
(Mammilla melanostoma)
ப��� ந�லா ந�ைத

Arabian Cowry
(Mauritia arabica)
ெபரிய ேசாழி 

Periwinkle Snail
( Littoraria sp.)
��ட ந�ைத

Spiny Frog Shell
(Bufonaria echinata)
த�டா�த ச��

Tower Shell
(Turritella attenuata)
த��காணி ஊற�

 

Japanese Bonnet
(Semicassis bisulcata)
ெதா�ப� ச��

Bladder Moon Snail
(Neverita didyma)
ந�லா ந�ைத

Slender Tower Shell
(Turritella columnaris)

��� ஊற�

Tranquebar Scallop
(Volachlamys tranquebaria)

வ�ச�ற��ச�பஂப�
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https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/368274


Grey Bonnet Snail
(Phalium glaucum) 
பா� �டா

Spotted Tun
(Tonna dolium)
ேகா�ைப ச��

Girdled Triton
(Linatella caudata)
வரி ச��

Sunburst Shell
(Stellaria solaris)
கத�ெராளி ச��

Indian Babylon Snail
(Babylonia zeylanica)
�றா ��ைட ச��

Cobweb Cone
(Conus araneosus)
ப�ைட வாைழ�� 

Spiral Tudicla
(Tudicla spirillus)
��ள�க� ச��

Spiral Babylon Snail
(Babylonia spirata)
��ளி ச��

Malabar Cone
(Conus malabaricus)
மலபா� வாைழ�� 

Ribbon Bullia
(Bullia vittata)
ேகா�ர ஊற�

Necklace Cone
(Conus monile)

க���க� வாைழ�� 

Indian Turrid
(Unedogemmula indica)

ஈ��  ச��

Spiral Melongena
(Volegalea cochlidium)
ம�ச� �� ச��

Madras Harp Shell
(Harpa davidis)
யா� ச�� 

Amadis Cone
(Conus amadis)

க�ம�ச� வாைழ�� 

Spindle Snail
(Fusinus forceps)

எ��தாணி ச��
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Turnip Shell
(Rapana rapiformis) 
ெசர�ைட ச��

Toad Purple
(Purpura bufo)
தவைள ச��

Virgin Murex
(Chicoreus virgineus)
வ�ண ��ளி

Burnt Murex
(Chicoreus brunneus)
கரி ��ளி

Black-spined Murex
(Murex ternispina)
ச�� ��ளி

 Vesta's Button Top Shell
(Umbonium vestiarium)
பா��க� ஊற�

Chank Shell
(Turbinella pyrum)
சாமி ச��

Rare-spined Murex  
(Murex trapa)
த�� ��ளி

Rayed Wheel Limpet
(Cellana radiata)
பாைறெயா��

Gibbous Olive
(Agaronia gibbosa)

கட� ேகாவ�ச� ந�ைத

Bailer Shell
(Melo melo)

பா�த�ர ச��
 

Plain Sand Star
(Astropecten indicus)
கட� ந�ச�த�ர�

Caltrop Murex
(Murex tribulus)
ஈ�� ��ளி

Bordered Sea Star
(Craspidaster hesperus)
வ�ர� ந�ச�த�ர�

Clear Sundial
(Architectonica laevigata)

க�கார ச��

Olive Sea Snail
(Oliva oliva)

ேகாவ�ச� ந�ைத
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Galloping Sea Star
(Stellaster equestris) 

���� ந�ச�த�ர�

Common Sea Urchin
(Salmacis virgulata )
ஊதா ��ெள�

Pansy Shell
(Echinodiscus bisperforatus)

கட� த�ைட

Hermit Crab Sea Anemone
(Calliactis polypus)
கட�சாம�த�

Red Sea Fan
(Verrucella sp)
கட� வ�ச�ற�

Sea Gooseberry
(Pleurobrachia sp)
கட� ெந��

Man-O-War
(Physalia sp)
கட�  �மிழி

Sea Nettle
(Chrysaora quinquecirrha)

கட� ெசாற�

Gold Tunicate 
(Symplegma brakenhielmi)
த�க� �ழா�ட�

 

Blue Button
(Porpita porpita)
கட� நாணய�

By-the-Wind Sailor
(Velella velella)
�ல படேகா�

Black Sea Urchin
(Temnopleurus toreumaticus)
க��� ��ெள�

Hook-nosed Sea Snake
(Hydrophis schistosa)

வைள�க கட� பா��

Olive Ridley Sea Turtle
(Lepidochelys olivacea)
ப��னி ஆைம

Common Sand Boa
(Eryx conicus)

ம�ெணாளி பா��

Bibron's Skink
(Eutropis bibronii)
ெந�த� அரைண
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eutropis_bibronii
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%85%E0%AE%B0%E0%AE%A3%E0%AF%88


இ�த ���ைகேய��� ெச�ைனய�� கடேலார� காண�ப�� 96 வைகயான
வ�ல�க�ன�களி� உ�ளன. இ�கட�கைர� ப�த�ய�� பல உய���ழ�க�-
மண� ���க�, ச��� ந�ல�க�, உ�ப�கழிக�, க�ேவ�க�,
கழி�க�க�, ஆளி த���க�, கட�பாச�ெவளிக� ஆக�யைவ அைம���ளன.
ெச�ைனய�� பழேவ�கா� ஏரி, அைடயா� �க��வார�, ேகாவள�
கட�கழி, �த�யா���ப� கட�கழி, இைடய� த��� கழி�க� ஆக�ய
இட�களி� கட�கைர சா��த ப��ய�� மி��த அளவ�� நா� காணலா�.
ெச�ைனய�� கட�கைர வா� உய�ரின�கைள� ப�ற� ெபா�ம�களிைடேய
ஆ�வ� ேச��பத���, அவ�ைற� பா�கா�பத���, வ�ழி��ண�ைவ��
���வேத இ�த ைகேய��� ேநா�க�. �னவ�க� பார�பரியமாக
பய�ப��த�வ�� பல ெபய�க�� இ�� ேச��க�ப���ளன.

This pocket field guide contains 128 species of common coastal fauna found in
Chennai and its neighboring districts. The region has a range of coastal habitats
including sand dunes and beaches, mangroves, lagoons and backwaters, mudflats,
estuaries, oyster reefs and sea-grass beds. Pulicat lagoon, Adyar Estuary, Kovalam
creek, Mudaliarkuppam backwaters and Yedaiyanthittu Estuary are among the
locations where biodiversity is high. The aim of this booklet is to familiarise the
public with the life found along the city's shoreline and create interest in conserving
and studying coastal ecosystems. We have retained most of the local names used by
fisherfolk.
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